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5 N. B. The following Sermon is the ſame, in ſubſtance, 
that was preached: but the author, in preparing it for the 
preſs, deemedit incumbent on him to improve it as much as | 
his time and ability would admit of. A ſuggeſtion from a 
very reſpectable quarter that the peruſal of it might be uſe- 
ul, induced him to publiſh it, which he had no thoughts of. 
doing, till ſome time after the faſt- day. This 10 the reaſon 

that it did not ſooner appear, i 
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Ws, this pious 150 affeRionare interceſſor could uſe in 
; their behalf, the Lord aſſured bim that 40 though 

| „ Moſes and Samuel ſtood before him, yet his 
e mind could not be towards that people,” (xv. 1.) 
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Prayers of bis moſt eminent ſeryants for A guilty 
b or ; nor 


In the leſſon appointed for this morning's ſervice, 
and in the chapter which precedes it, (2 Chron. xix. 
xx, ) we find that Jehoſhaphat, having, with great 
zepl, diligence, and pruderice, endeavoured to re- 


- vive true religion, and effect reformation in his 
kingdom, was invaded by a vaſt army of Moabites, 
&c. In this emergency he proclaimed a faſt, and 
aſſiſted with great fervency the devotions of his 
1 people; and then led them forth to meet the ene- 
"me: with, pious exhortations and ſongs of praiſe, - 


he event was ſuch as might have been ex DE 


| the affailants were deſtroyed. by an extraordinary 
55 divine interpoſition, and the people of God were 
ö enriched by the invaſion. . But the prophecy. of 
Jeremiah, (and the chapter before us in particular,) 


gives us another view of the ſame ſubject : and. by. 
comparing them together we may learn, that va- 
rious circumſtances require co 
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er the Lord will hear the 
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Sen » age to age: (Ezek. xx.) He — 0 ys 
proved that this load of natiqnal guilt, ſo long ac- 


| cumulating, had been exccedingly n by the . 


unprecedented criminaljty of that generation; that 


. they bad now filled up the meaſure of Heir Iniqui- 
experienced, 3 were rejuſtly he by aw: ; that os | 
8 ſuffer, ed far leſs than they deſerved and that the | 
only hope which remained for them, aroſe from the 


- And! may 7 pot Wine be hed. as ; the Iſrael | 


| of modern ages? Favoured above other nationg _ 

by a Kind providence, with plepty, liberty, exemp» = 
tion from the dire ravages of war, and with every 
temporal blefling; we have long enjoyed, and, by | 
8 5 many ſignal interpoſſtions of heas 5 
* ener, the mol, diſtinguiſhed piripcages for 


en in our behalf. 
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increaſg on every des dough wh have long: pre. 
vailed to a moſt alarming degree? Is not our en. 
tenſive and proſperous commeree marked, not only 
with avarice, fraud, and various oppreffions, but 
with ſcenes of cruelty which will never be folly * 
known, till f* the earth ſhall diſcloſe her blood, and 15 
& ſhall n More cover her ſlain?” Have not theſe _ 
vices and impieties pervaded every order of men, 
however exalted or ſacred? And do they not ſufi. 
_ ciently * teſtify againſt us?. The Lord would . 
then be righteous, ſhovld he command the ſword 
to paſs through the land, or bring upon us the 
moſt terrible judgments that our alarmed r minds 


can apprehend; and if he i] pare us, it will hk be * oh 


for our deſerts, but * for his name's fake;” though. 
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from the beginning: and confidering. every 
tage of our birth, education „and circumſtances, avan | 
additional obligation to the ſervice of our Cre 


lection, our firſt thoughts, words, and actions, with 
his moſt, reaſonable commandments : let us proceed 
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Journey, to the preſent day: and let us contraſt 
the geodneſs of God to us, with our ungrateful 
forgetfulneſs and neglect of him and his ſervice. 
Have not we, as well as others in this guilty land; 
oſten ſpent the Lord's day in diſſipation, feſtive 


Have none of us violated ſacramental engagements, 
or irreverently trifled with ſolemn oaths ? Have 
we not, in many inſtances, taken the ſacred name 

of God in vain > Have we not neglected and de- 


formal and hypocritical manner? Do not our miſ- 
ſpent time, our abuſed or unimproved talents, our 


Nin and corrupt diſcourſe, and our averſion to 
* Pious and edifying company and converſation, bear 


witneſs againſt us? If we have been preferved 
from more flagrant . immorality; can we recolle& 


R EIS, 
Feine, EEE > 
en "TI 
1 IR 
4 4 


and thepirituality of his law, can anſwer this quef. 
tion in the negative? Let us review our baſt lies 


| in this manner, as it were from ſtage to ſtage. of our 


| . a ſpiſed his ordinances, or attended upon them in a 
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| indulgence, worldly purſuits, or criminal exceſſes? TE 


aut Nansen to pride, - exceſſive Mer or te venge,, 
envy, r deceit, or intemperate indblgence I 
quently . to other, 1 
46 as we would they ſhould do unto vs? Nane; | * : . "0 
1 but the great Searcher of all | hearts, can ka * „ 
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tions a are ape 25 chaſe, who, are Wy pre 
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| 9 — bg e or ache 5 great x 
Yo ſalvation, are at. length made willing, chankfully:; is 
accept of it. Bot, alas! how pettinaciouſiy have 
ſome of us rebelled 3 againſt the light! how W ty 
BH fiifled gur convictions, and hated the truth 
excited chem! How defirovs.were. we of BOY 
out ſome more flattering way of deliverance om 
the wrach to come l Or how ingenious in our - 
trivances to form a coalition between religion wa] e 
the world, between God and mammon.? A 
inconſiſtency, ingratitude, TU hs. i 
BH honourable conduct, have been fo a fins 
3 profeſſed t to be the redeemed dite of the 1 
divine Saviour? Alas, much evil cleajfes ev | 
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® ſent our Ws b ations before hes? for our rig 28. 
os + ; reoulneſſes, but for thy great mercies; (Pan. 
Ix. 18 :) or thoſe of Tfaiah;z We Woe is me, I am 
15 « undone, I am a man of unclean lips, &c:ꝰ : and 
4 ve are all as an unclean ching, and all our righ- 5 
it teouſneſſes are as filthy rags; (IC. vi. 5. Ixiv. 6:) | 
or rather thoſe of Job, 1 abhor myſelf, and re- 
2 pent in duſt and aſhes :” (Job, xlii 6:) But 
ſhould an individual be ound diſpoſed to diſſent 
From this humble language of theſe eminent ſaints, 
an to conſider himſelf as « worthy, for whom the 
: « Lord. ſhould do this? be muſt be regarded as 
an awful inſtance of that ſelf-exaltation which God 
A bhors: andi if any prayers this day offered for out 
land be graciouſiy anſwered they will not be thoſe 
ES the Phariſee, who ſays, “ 1 thank thee, that I 
T4. am not as other men, & * but thoſe of men, 
ho, like the poor publican, © ſmite upon their 
+ "th... © kxeaſts, and ſay, God be merciful to me aſinner.” 5 
IP Yetthe conſideration, t that © our iniquities teſtify 
I againſt us,” ſhould not operate to our diſcou- 
ragen nent : for the Lord delighteth in mercy;” 
vnd he bows down his gracious ear to the prayer of 
the broken- hearted penitent, who, conſcious of his 
unworthineſs, approaches him upon a merey- ſeat, 
in the name, and c at divi 
Aavocate (' in whe 
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8 . dence in God, the ſcrupulous: zeal againſt idola- 
1 uy⸗ and their minute exactneſs in all tl | 
in of religion; with the condition of their d 3 
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. even to this day, 
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ſeveral ſtations they oppo 


: | nant, being men of uriderſtanding o 


true "Obritians ; 3 Aud the u is of a large 
in prayer, at the ſame time for the ſame leſfing, is 
4 dae e token of ſucceſs, e 


. miſconduct of mambers, 4 5 


_ crimes: Lad im views a | ciner prope 
pious perſons can be found in the different orders 
. of the © community: if theſe walk worthy, of their 
vocation, as the ſalt of the earth and the light of the 
world: if they do not reſemble Eli (who was timid, 
irreſolute, and ſelf-indulgent, though not deſtitute 
of piety) but Phinehas the ſon of Eleazar, and 
phet, in zeal and activity: if in their 


national enormities, proteſt 
faneneſs in every form, ndeavour with 
wearied diligence to revive e undefiled; re- 
| gion; „and to reform the manners of the people: y 
then we may confidently hope that the Lord 
8 us,** for his name's _ though our i iniqui- 
ties teſtify, againſt us,” Eſpecially. if * this rem 
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land? and can eee . 
will deal with us? It does not become A 
termine, in an · abſolute manner, What will be the - Oo. 
event of out p nt troubles: but zerhaps there 1 1 
ET rente, ety. in concluding that the re- 7 1 
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Cotte ey were Ss f avenging his 5 ca 4 
on the Samaritans; by fire from heaven, 7 << ye 
< know not what manner of ſpirit ye are of; for 
«: the'ſon of man is not come to deſtroꝶ mens lives 
te but to ſave them : (Luke ix. 525600 Suck 
petitions are unbecoming the lips of a Chriſtian: 
Me may indeed” beſeeck the Lord to confound 
"We the devices” of thoſe who ſeek” our ruin; and 
we may adore his righteous ſovereignty, When be 


executes vengeance on them: but we ought ra. 


ther to defire, that he would” «: abate their 827 
« aſſuage their malice, and turn their hearts; 
and transfer the authority to thoſe among them 
wha, are dif} poſed to peace. Victory 1 4 often 
> needful to the termination of war: but as all men, 
in every land are ſinners; and a8 46 after death is 
_ © the judgment,“ and an eternal ſtate of retribu- - 
tions : : fo every ſoldier that i is ſlain in either rio 
is à {inner [tranſmitted to the tribunal of h 
Judge, and eommonly in the worſt ſtate of 7 
chat can be imagined ; not to ſpeak of the miſeries 
oOccaſioned to the mourning relatives of the dead! 
In this view the moſt ſplendid victory ſuggeſts: ma- 


ny painful reflections to the pious mind, however 


actuated by genuine patriotiſm; and even Jy 
thankful praiſes, for ſuch anſwers to our a” 


ation dropt ove 
Should another ſay in his hear 
U F and rival nation, that * menaces us, be abaſed; 


wiſeries of this ſinful World. 
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9 ruined, and her military e enfe 


jengble: ee 


country will derive propor 
ce from that event: we ſhall then be advanced 


e in the ſcale of political importance; our com- 


« merce will be more extended than ever; wealth 
44 will flow in upon us; we ſhall be able to hold us 
e balance of power; nay, we may peckaps give law 
oo to the ſurrounding nations.” Let not, I lay, 
that man preſume to infuſe this ſelfiſh and rapaCir 
dus ſpirit 1 into his prayers to Him, who commands 

us © to loye our neighbour” as ourſelves. © He 
, that rejoiceth at calamities ſhall not be unpu- 

: 6 niſned. Tyre of old thus exulted oyer the des 

; ſolations of Jeruſalem, ſaying, I ſhall be reple- 


L niſhed now ſhe is laid waſte;” but the Lord 


: 6 heard, and it diſpleaſed him;“ for this he de- 
nounced the doom of Tyre alſo; and that once 
flouriſhing city, now made like the top ofa rock, 
= 2 and 2 place for the ſpreading of nets,” remains 
a. perpetual warning to all who regard the bible, 
not thus te to covet their neighbour's goods,” Hr. 
Xv. 5. XXIV. 17, 18. Ezek. xxvi. 2—6, 14.) 
Or ſhould any one ſuffer bis mind to be inflated | 
| with the vain· glorious deſire of ſplendid conqueſts, 
the acquiſition of cities and provinces, or the re- 
nown and ſpoils of ſucceſsful war; let him not 
vainly ſuppoſe that the honour of Gad is concerned 
in anſwering prayers. to this effect. As . he ab. 
10 . the ee ot the things that are 
| - B „ | 
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* highty 6 ſteem N among 1 High ominati R 
. in his fight;” and none more hs > the ited E 

triumphs, and uſurped domination: of ambitions. - 
conquerors; for whom thouſands or millions maſt 


bleed, that they may be celebrated and exalted 1 


Nor is this ſpirit leſs odious in communities, than 5 


in prinees i the Roman patriotiſm, in the moſt al. - 
luſtrious ages of the republic, was, in 4-4 W 5 
2s contrary to genuine pliilanthropy, as = 
jects of the moſt aſpiring, monarch that. = ever 
| raiſed up to ſcourge mankind; * _ 
What then ſhould be the objects of out d efrch . 
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id prayers at this time? What does it become 4 3 | : 
people, ©* whoſe i iniquities teſtify againſt them,” to 


expect from the Lord, for his name's ſake FTI -. 
We may; I apprehend, beſeech him . who tiller 
* the raging of the ſea and the madneſs of the 

«© people,” to preſerve us from the fatal effects of 
popular phrenſy ; from inſurrections, revolutions, 


and civil wars; and from all thoſe internal conyvul- 


ſions, maſlacres, and cruel oppreſſions, which waſte 
the nation that hath declared war againſt us. We 
may intreat the Lord to preſerve to us the bleſſings | 
of that free conſtitution, which has been formed by _ 
the wiſdom: and experience of ſucceſſive ages, 
availing themſelves of manifold providential inter- 
| 2 and which we may reaſonably deſpair ob. - 
ſe equalled hy the combined, en and lagar | 


| e _— it is ae liable 1 to imperfeRion. . 
* t 2: which temperats counſels; in peaceful 


e | | OT 'D 2 : ; : i times ; 
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times may remedy and PR Sd ; dt onde t more 
real liberty of every kind to the whole multitude of 
the people, than was ever yet enjoyed by all the 
inhabitants of any city or country in the world: 
and he who undervalues thoſe things which are 
highly advantageous, becauſe they are not abſo- 
Iotely Pr, is not quan to Hye among nen 


bleſlings c on our Sovendigh, ande on all his mines N 


and counſellors; and to direct them and the par- 


liament to ſuch wiſe and ſalutary meaſures, as He 
may ſee good to proſper for the preſervation of our 
domeſtic tranquillity, protection from foreign inva- 
ſions, and the reſtoration of peace to all the con- 
tending nations: that He would diſpoſe the hearts 

of all parties to hearken to moderate and equitable 
conditions; that further effuſion of human blood 
may be prevented: that He would preſerve our 

favoured land from becoming the ſeat of horrid 
war, the deſolations of which who can ſufficiently 

deplore? That He would defend us from famine 
and peſtilence ; ; and (whatever he ſhall appoint, 
in reſpect of our exceſſive, and abuſed wealth and 
proſperity,) that He would not ſuffer our. commerce 
and manufactures to be ſo ruined, as to deprive the 
poor of employment or proviſion. Above all, we 
| ſhould © pray without ceaſing,” that the light and 
liberty of our holy religion may be continued tous; 
that its avowed enemies may not be permitted to 
- deſtroy, or alienate, the places appropriated to the 
: wee o G dd ; to drive away the miniſters and 
. Pro: 


| wk th hel, 1 rigorous Cn ops : 
N ay ary or perſecutions; or in any way to TO 
us of our invaluable religious privileges. wy 
| To. theſe more general ſapplications, we may : 
ſubj oin many of a more particular nature: beſeech · 
ing the Lord, for his name's ſake,” to bleſs the 
labours of all faithful paſtors and teachers, and to 
beſtow on them an increaſe of wiſdom and graces ; 
to ſend © forth more labourers into his mn, | 
«to illuminate with: true knowledge and under 


« ſtanding of his word,” all who ſuſtain that ſacred 


character; 3 and to reform ſuch as are wicked, ig- 
norant, or heretical. We may beg of him, to pu- 
rify the places of public education, that they may 
indeed be ſeminaries of ſound learning and true 
religion; to proſper every method taken for 
the religious inſtruction of the poor, and of their 


children; and all endeavours of his ſervants, pub- 


lic or private, to repreſs vice, to exterminate na- 
tional enormities, to promote true religion, to dif 5 
fuſe the light of the goſpel, or in any way to re- 
lieve miſery, or do good to mankind: and we 
5 ſnould moſt earneſtly pray, that many active zeal- : 
| ous inſtruments may be raiſed up, by whom ſbch 
effectual remedies ſhall be applied to the moral and 
religious diſtempers of the land, as may prevent the 
ruin which our iniquities ſeem ready to bring 
down upon us. If we add to theſe: ſupplications _ * 
for ourſelves, our unfeigned and fervent, interceſ- 
| ions, not only for our friends and allies, but alſo 
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1 for the nations a fe in al ah 1 

* the ſhadow of dea h;” we may confidently EX» 
pect that the Lord, “ for his name's ſake,” will 
accept us: and either ſpare our land in anſwer to 


them; or, if in his i 


righteous ſovereignty he hath | 
. determined otherwiſe, our prayer will return into 
our ] boſoms, and we ſhall be eſpecially regarded 
in che day of calamity. But ir is abſurd: to im- 
n bleſſings from God, and yet to neglect the 
er means of obtaining them; for who would 
deem that man ſincere in praying for health, rh 
neglected the ordinary precautions for preſerving it 
or who needleſsly ML IP a Sn eh We 
Yro wen ee, 1 1 90 


iv. To fate the duties ven are vererben re. 
gained of us on this occaſion, as a means of obtain - 
ing thoſe bleflings, New are the m—_— 15 our 
- Yes and defires.- | 
OS It is obvious to every one, 1 OED ion, 

BB „ how of our ſtate, character, and every part 
vsvdlk our conduct; with perſonal humiliation, repen- 
- tance, renewed acceptance of the ſalvation of the 
goſpel, and ſerious purpoſes of devoting ourſelves 

d God, “ as bought with a price, to glorify him 

-  _*'jn body and ſpirit which are his; forgiveneſs 
of injuries, reſtitution to the injured, charity to 
our poor brethren, and aniendment of life, ſhould 
 Kcompany ſuch prayers, as we have been this day 
2 g before the throne of Grace.” Various 

15; Lutze, and ende fami- 


be inculcated ; one eſpecially hond hot be omi 5 
ted. —It 1s 100 well: ay * many who call | 


— 44 28 ks me 3 zouſe,: we 
5 will ſerve the Lord; (Joſh, xxiv. 15 29 a 
| ſhould he, having made this declaration, begin to 
read the ſeriptures to them, and join with them in 
worſhipping God from that time, in a reg If ad EY. 
en eee Thus inſtructing „ 
1 manding his cildrn and houlbold er nn, WEL, 

3 rn walk in the ways of the Lord,” in imitation of . 
Abraham's example; be might reaſonably hops thas | 
Gd would en his prayers or the Salty as bg 85 
future generations alſo. Ace e in forme: cid „ 
rive benef e eee (Sen. 1 * 
% WTR) ))) 1 . | 
646MM: becomes. vs, on this occaſion. eſpeci: Uy, 49 
; enquirg ſeriouſly what talents the Lord hath. c 
mitted to our ffewardihip 7 and. whether; we. have I 
duly iaproved them} Fhis 1 conduce wo EE... 


— 5 * 
* * * 


EE 
Fx 


. no 151 Stage can arlls frem an Wen 4 
- ance with other men's faults and duties, or inter- 
- meddling ce as buſy Pens in GE men dee 7 


- and it e no bewer effecke in 3 commu- 
| 7 but when every man ſtudi& to how and 
| pradtiſe the duty of his; — the whole E | 
regularly and is well” | 
5 will continue ignorabrior' negligen of their 
proper work; and will be ambitious of attriu 
* attention of their fellow citizens, by ee 0 
rous officiouſneſs in matters © too high for them: 
ut Chriſtians ſnould be ambitious, | (pahugs- 
„ dat) to be quiet, and to mind their o buſi- 
neſs; (1 Theſſ. iv. 11: ) and they will Be 
cepted and made uſeful, by adhering to this rule 
© -whatever the conduct of others may be. 2 
The miniſter of ſtate and the miniſter of 0 5 
che ſenator and the magiſtrate, the gentleman and 
the merchant, the rich and the poor, the maſter 
| and the domeſtic, &c, have their ſeveral ſtations, - 
talents, and employments afligned them by their 
common Lord, * who is no reſpecter of perſons.” 
Every man ſhould, therefore, conſcientiouſly rec - 
tify what hath been amiſs, perform whit hath been 
neglected, and improve every advantage of his 
tuation in © doing good to all men, and eſpe- 
. cially to the houſhold of faith;” not knowing 
bo ſoon it may be ſaid unto him, © give an ac> 
* count of * ſtewardſhip, for thou mayeſt na 
. | 7 * longer 


„ „ 
5 


a0 FINS eward,” Nor can 4 Chriſtie con- 15 5 
f ſtently ſpend his precious time in animadverting 0 
on the faults of others; except his office require 
him * to reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all auto . 
rity and doctrine; or unleſs it be his duty to in- 
ſpect the conduct of ſome part of the community. 
Buy attending to our own buſineſs, we may allß in 
ſome meaſure, conduce to à revival of unde filed 
religion, and help to preſerve the „„ 
prove the morals of the nation; which things are oo ol 
not likely to be effected by thoſe who know every 
one's duty but their own, quarrel with vice in every 
body except themſelves, and are zealous for a re- 
form oy here rather than in th ir own lives and 
amilies. But Tore MS gs 28 . would oy = 
| he is alſo ben upon us, teen at pre- 1 
bene to give peculiar attention to the ſcriptural ex- 
hortations 4 to fear God and the king, and not to 
* meddle with thoſe who are given to change? 
(Prov. xxiv. 21,22.) The miniſters of Chriſt are 
required to © put you in mind to be ſubject to prin- 15 
e eipalities and powers, to obey magiſtrates,” and 
ce to honour and obey the king: to pay tribute 
« alſo,” and to render to Cæſar the things that 
are Czſar's,” &c. Indeed it is of the greateſt 
importance to the honobr of the goſpel, eſpecially 
in theſe turbulent times, that “all who name the 
4 name of Chriſt” and would be deemed his diſti- 
ples, ſhould ſet an example of peaceable obedience 
£6: en y ' ordinance of man, forthe Lord's fakes?” © - 
EEE | A 


(26 »6 


5 (bich i implies a Senden of all uilawful. Ce 
mands ) of reſpect to the perſons of rulers, as the 
miniſters of providence ;-and. of regard to the pub- 
3 * ere Thus ſhould we aim to put to ſilence 
et and ſhame** thoſe falſe aceuſers who repreſent 


us as „ troublers of the city,” and as © enemies to 


4 princes and provinces: and we ought likewiſe 

by ſuch a conduct to expreſs our gratitude for 
the religious liberty which we enjoy. But ſhould: 
any man object that he diſapproves ſome things in 
the conduct or meaſures of our rulers; and that he 
_ deems himſelf on that account liberated, in poine 
of conſcience, from the obligation to honour and = 

= obey them: let him honeſtly anſwer theſe; follow: 
| ing queſtions £ did the apoſtles ſee nothing amiſs 
in the characters and adminiftration of the Roman 
emperors, or of their miniſters and deputies ? Are 
not our rulers and government, in many reſpects, 
an entire contraſt to thoſe, under which they deli- 
vered theſe precepts ? Did the primitive Chriſtians | 
ever ſtart this objection to the exhortations of their 

Inſpired teachers? Do your children and ſervants 
ſee no flaw in your conduct? or do you deem them 
juſtified on that account, in diſobeying, reviling, 
or expoſing you d I on I am conſcious of ſo 
many faults in myſelf, that I feel no ſurpriſe when 
I am informed that they; who 6 the poſt of 
temptation and obſervation, are not found imma- 
eulate by their numerous and rigorous judges. We 
are, however, anſwerable only for our own conduct: 
5 the e of alen ona not excuſe our expreſs 
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1 ſpiſe-dominion, and ſpeak evil of red D:116 
Among the various evils which ee t 
2 e religious diviſions and ec 


for by them C 


the minds of ſerious people ſrom each other 


than ever. We cannot heal theſe diviſions as they 0 
exiſt im the outward ſtate of the church: we allow, _ 
ere are perſons who do not hold the funda- 5. 

| mental dectrines of the goſpel, and to whom” we ; 


that th 


not © bid God ſpeed; (though we may 


fities :) and itis our duty to withdraw from ever 


 *hrorher that walks diſorderly :** yet we ſhould be 


careful not to harbour prejudices againſt whole bo- 


dies of men, becauſe of the faults committed even 

by a large part of them: Judas was found among 

the apoſtles, and Joſeph of Arimathea among the 
rulers of the Jens. —“ He that 1 is not againſt vs is EP. 
on our part: we ſhould not *farbid thoſe who. 


er caſt out devils i in Chriſt's name, though they fol- 


6G low not with us 5 but endeavour * to keep the | 


$2 


« unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; * tc | 


© love as brethren all that are born of God, 23 


. pray that mercy and grace may be with all thoſe 5 


« who love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity. we ate 


commanded to * lift up OY hands 5 


for our fins, che laſs ſhall-we be difpuiſihd ey des 7 


ſubſiſt among us, are not the moſt eee . 
rift is wounded in the houſe of 

his friends; and the enemy of fouls now makes 
4 great advantage of political diſputes, to alienate 5 


chem when hungry, and relieve their urgent 1 neceſs 1 


1 3 | 
or doubting: and the union of all true Chr 


on theſe ſolemn occaſions, reſembles that of an 
army compoſed of ſeveral nations and diſtin: 
battalions: if they forget their perſonal and na- 


tional piques, and vie with each other in cou - 
rage and zeal for the common cauſe; they are 


formidable and effective: but if any malignant in- 
 Huence prevail on them to turn their arms againſt 


each other, their ſtrength is annihilated, and the 


enemy triumphs. In ſhort, the fruits of righte- 


6. ouſneſs are ſown in peace of thoſe that make 
& peace; the wrath of man worketh not the 


8 ane ee Arr of God;” and © bleſſed are the 
(46 peace - makers, for they ſhall be called the chil- 


« dren of God.“ May he then vouchſafe to pour 


+ * put. upon his church the Spirit of illumination and 
holy love; that all his people may be of one mind 
and judgement, and love one another with a pure 


heart fervently ! May all Chriſtians ( follow after 


« peace, eſpecially with each other ; and ſeck the 
peace of the church, in which her beapty, her 


ſtrength , and her pro; perity do greatly conſiſt, | 
From this view of our national ſituation, and 
- perſonal duty, we may infer that the true Chriſtian 
alone can be a real patriot, _ Others may promote 
the temporal intereſts of a nation, with great ability 


and ſucceſs, and may be accounted excellent mem · 


bers of the community: but they daily increaſe 
the aggregate of the national guilt, by their own 
conduct, and the effects of their influence, con- 


5 verſe, and example; ; while ey, ule no means te 
85 5 8 wert 


D 


cu) 


Jade 5 55 5. God from us To projicontls 
| nually. for their rulers and fellow- citizens, is a 
debt which they owe them: but they habituall7 
refuſe to diſcharge i it. They perhaps cenſure pub - 


5 lic meaſures, and lament public calamities: et 
neither beſeech' God to give wiſdom to theſe. who '_ 


are in authority, nor to proſper their undertakings 
| and if the nation be preſer from impending dan 
ger, not by fleets and armies, or by human polic 
and valour, but by the out- ſtretehed arm of the 
Almighty; they muſt allow that, ſo far rom hav 


ing contributed to this deliveran 


* ſelves to God; 9 WOS 


& purify their hearts; to be afflicted, and mourn, 
amble themſelves unden 
ce the mighty hand of the Lord!“ (Jam. iv. 
10.) Thus they ſhould. join the national humilias- 

ſion, than 
their fins may be blotted out: or elſe “ the 
* wrath of God will abide on them; even i * 3 


«and weep Land :to h 


tion with perſonal repentance and conver 


be'turned away from our guilty land. 


We may alſo obſerve that the e of be 


text is equally applicable to the caſe of individuals, 

as to that of the community: and the trembling 
penitent, who has nothing to ſay in his on behalf, 
will never be rejected when he humbly belliches 


the Lord, $6 for his name's lakes” 3 for the ho- 


the endeavours of thoſe” wh! im⸗ 
plore the mercy On debt. 1 5 
5 calt open Wpenbene pew Wi ſubinic ut? . 
6 to cleanſe their hands ane 


nour 1 


(w 3: 


tiour of his mercy and grace in Jeſus Chriſt, to par- 
don all his numerous and heinous fins, to ſubdue | 
his iniquities, and to fave his ſoul, _ 5 
To thoſe who ſeriouſly engage in the ie 5 
mies of this day, with true repentance and living 
faith, according to the inſtructions of the holy 
: ſcriptures, I would ſpeak in the moſt encourag- | 
ing and animating language. Bleſſed; are ye, 
& that, mourn now ; for ye ſhall laugh and ſing:“ of 
« fear none of thoſe things, that may come upon 
6 the land, or upon you:“ © the Lord will be your 
e refuge and comforter in every trouble; * he will 
& hide you in the ſecret of his preſence from the _ 
© ftrife of tongues ;” and ſeal you in the fore-head, 
« before the deſtroying angels are allowed to exe- 
« cute their commiſſion :” (Ezek. ix.) Soon will 
the troubleſome but tranſient dream of life be over 
then ſhall you enter into that bleſſed. place, where 
forrow, ſin, and diſcord ſhall never find. admiſ- _ 
ſion; but light, love, and joy ſhall be perfeted 


for evermore. Therefore, my beloved brethren, 
« be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding; - - 


& in the work of the Lord; foraſmuch as ye know * 
« that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 
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